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the breasts with their full and elastic consistency, as in
the similar passage: " His legs are as pillars of marble"
(5, 15). In further unison we find: "Thy neck is as a
tower of ivory", and "Thy nose is as the tower of
Lebanon " (7, 5), an obvious allusion to something slender
and projecting. These attributes originate in tactile and
organic sensations, which are transferred into the object
Just as a gloomy mood seems gray, and a joyous one
bright and coloured, the sense of touch is likewise
under the influence of subjective sexual sensations (in
this case the sensation of erection), whose quality is
transferred to the object. The erotic psychology of The
Song of Songs effects an enhancement of value in the
object by directing upon it the images awakened in the
subject. Ecclesiastical psychology employs these same
images in order to pilot the libido upon the figurative
object, while the psychology of Hermas raised the uncon-
sciously awakened image to an aim in itself wherein to
embody ideas which held a supreme importance for the
mentality of that time, namely the consolidation and
organization of the newly won Christian attitude and
view of life.
(&) The Relativity of the Idea of God in Meister Eckehart
The process which Hermas passed through, represents
on a small scale what took place in early medieval
psychology, namely, a new revelation of woman and the
flowering of the feminine Grail symbol Hermas saw
Rhoda in a new light, while the sum of libido thereby
released became unconsciously transformed into the
accomplishments of the social task of his time.
It is, I think, characteristic of our psychology that
the present epoch was, as it were, ushered in by two
minds who were destined to have immense influence
upon the hearts and minds of the younger generation;